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- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 July 2003 . 
2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 46-77 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE] Claim(s) 46-77 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)O The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)0 approved b)0 disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)0 Some * c)D None of: 

1 -O Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) O The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) £3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) O Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 
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Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply 
with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 

3. Claims 46-77 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-30 of Lewis et al., U.S. 
Patent No. 6,131,112. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not 
patentably distinct from each other because the context of the claimed invention is the 
similar as the context of the cited claims of the U.S. Patent No. 6,131,112, i.e., claims 1 
and 3 of U.S. Patent No. 6,131,112 and claims 46-47 of Application No. 09/481,643. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 46-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Doolan, U.S. Patent No. 5,764,955, and further in view of Christie et al. 
(Christie), U.S. Patent No. 6,026,091. 
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6. As to claims 46. 61 , and 73, Doolan discloses a method for sharing information 
between a first management system and a second management system, comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) receiving an event message from the first management system (col. 1 1 , lines 
14-44: receiving a CMIP message from manager 200 (first management system); 

(b) determining whether the event message relates to an entity that is managed 
by the second management system (col. 19, lines 43-48: agent 201 maintains a local 
MIB storage which reflects much of the network element (second management system) 
and is referenced during filter operations such as a certain static value be checked for 
a particular attribute); 

However, Doolan does not explicitly disclose 

(c) when the event message relates to an entity that is managed by the second 
management system, formatting the event message in a format compatible with the 

second management system; and 

(d) taking an action to provide the second management system with the event 
message in the format compatible with the second management system. 

In the similar field of endeavor, Christie discloses in the Abstract, col. 2, lines 
19-46, col. 3, lines 22-30, and col. 5, lines 6-39 and Figs. 1 &2: ATM gateway system 
receiving ATM cells containing Virtual Path Identification/Virtual Channel Identification 
(VPIA/CI) and telecommunications signaling for the call (event message) from the first 
network ATM system; a call connection manager 270 (CCM) will identify the VPI/VCI 
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for routing the call over connection 264 to a second network ATM system (col. 5, line 
16 - col. 6, line 4 and col. 6, lines 29-43); VPI/VCI must be modified to be compatible 
the new VPI/VCI routing configuration (col. 3, lines 31-64); and connection 264 would 
transfer these modified cells or VPI/VCI to the second network ATM system that has 
pre-provisioned VPI/VCI to potential network destinations (col. 6, line 60 - col. 7, line 

4). 

Since Christie discloses a method of operating an ATM gateway system in a 
telecommunications system, which is similar to the gateway for using legacy 
telecommunications network of Doolan, thus it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Christie and Doolan to include VPI/VCI must be modified to be compatible the new 
VPIA/CI routing configuration and connection 264 would transfer these modified cells 
or VPIA/CI to the second network ATM system that has pre-provisioned VPI/VCI to 
potential network destinations. Christie suggests that using ATM gateway to handle 
the dynamic allocation of VPIA/CI connection assignments required to support 
switched virtual circuits (SVCs). 

7. As to claims 47 and 62 Doolan and Christie disclose a step (e) of sending the 
event message, in the format compatible with the second management system, to the 
second management system (Christie, col. 6, line 60 - col. 7, line 4: connection 264 
would transfer these modified cells or VPIA/CI to the second network ATM system that 
has pre-provisioned VPIA/CI to potential network destinations). 
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8. As to claims 48, 63, and 74, Doolan and Christie disclose wherein step (d) 
comprises a step of holding the formatted event message until requested by the 
second management system (Christie, col. 5, lines 6-15). 

9. As to claims 49, 64, and 75, Doolan and Christie disclose wherein step (d) 
comprises a step of pushing the formatted event message until accepted by the 
second management system (Christie, col. 12, lines 10-43). 

10. As to claims 50, 65, and 76, Doolan and Christie disclose wherein step (d) 
comprises a step of sending the formatted event message to a component accessible 
to the first management system and the second management system, the component 
holds the formatted event message unti. occurrence of a selected event (Christie, col. 
3, lines 31-64: gateway 130 contains ATM Label Converter 203 (a component) holds 
the formatted VPI/VCI and can transmit the formatted VPI/VCI to first ATM system and 
the second ATM system). 

11. As to claims 51. 66, and 77, Doolan and Christie disclose wherein the 
component within the first management system comprises a storage device having an 
area to hold the event message (Christie, Abstract, col. 2, lines 19-46, col. 3, lines 22- 
30, and col. 5, lines 6-39 and Figs. 1, 2, and 3: ATM gateway system receiving ATM 
cells containing Virtual Path Identification/Virtual Channel Identification (VPI/VCI) and 
te«ecommunications signaling for the call (event message) from the first network ATM 
system). 
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12. As to claim 52, Doolan and Christie disclose wherein the selected event 
comprises a request from the first management system (Christie, col. 6, line 44 - col. 
7, line 9). 

13. As to claim 53, Doolan and Christie disclose wherein the selected event 
comprises a repeat occurrence of a selected indicia in the message (Christie, col. 6, 
line 44 - col. 7, line 9). 

14. As to claims 54 and 67, Doolan and Christie disclose a step (e) of maintaining a 
first set of management information by the first management system (Christie, col. 6, 
lines 5-14 and Fig. 3). 

15. As to claims 55 and 68, Doolan and Christie disclose a step (e) of maintaining a 
second set of management information by the second management system (Christie, 
col. 6, lines 5-14 and Fig. 3). 

16. As to claims 56 and 69, Doolan and Christie disclose a step (f) of forwarding a 
selected portion of the first set of management information to the second management 
system (Christie, col. 4, lines 49 - 64 and col. 5, lines 40-47). 



17. As to claims 57 and 70, Doolan and Christie disclose, 

(f) maintaining a second set of management information by the second 
management system (Christie, col. 6, lines 5-14 and Fig. 3); and 
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(g) providing an analysis based on the first and second sets of management 
information (Christie, col. 9, line 41 - col. 10, line 23). 

18. As to claims 58, 59, and 60, Doolan and Christie disclose a step (f) of one of the 
two management systems providing an analysis based on the formatted event 
message to determine a further action (Christie, col. 9, line 41 - col. 10, line 23). 

19. As to claim 71, Doolan and Christie disclose wherein the first management 
system comprises one of a network management system, a system management 
system and an element management system (Christie, Fig. 3). 

20. As to claim 72, wherein the second management system comprises one of a 
network management system, a system management system and an element 
management system (Christie, Fig. 3). 

Response to Arguments 



21. Applicants arguments on July 18, 2003 with respect to claims 46-77 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Please see the 
above rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chau Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4639. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 6:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild, can be reached at (703) 305-9792. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application is assigned 
are as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 (After Final Communications only) 
(703) 872-9306 (Official Communications) 

(703) 746-7240 (for Official Status Inquiries, Draft Communications only) 

Inquiries of a general nature relating to the general status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone number 
is (703) 305-3900. 

Chau Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2176 



SANJIV SHAH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




